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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method of controlling a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators, said blasting nehwork being in a blasting system 
which further includes a control unit^ afi^ a communication link for transmitting 
messages between the control unit and the assembly of detonators, said messages 
consisting of safe and unsafe messages, and a communication firewall comprisino a 
locking device for placing the communication link (n a control mode or an operational 
mode, an electronic filter and two communication interfaces adapted to allow 
communication to take place with the communication link, said method including the 
steps of designating at least one message as unsafe, placing the communication link 
in 9 said control mode^ In which the communication link is monitored for the 
designated at least one unsafe message, in said control mode preventing the 
designated at least one unsafe message from reaching the assembly of detonators, 
and placing the communication link in aft said o perational mode^ in which the 
designated at least one unsafe message is allowed to reach the assembly of 
detonators, and wherein In both the control mode and the operational mode the safe 
messages are permitted to be transmitted to the assembly of detonators via the 
communication link. 

2. (previously presented) A method according to claim 1 wherein in the 
control mode of the communication link the or each unsafe message Is prevented 
from reaching the assembly of detonators by preventing the onward transmission of 
the unsafe message. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 which includes the step of 
designating at least two unsafe messages. 
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6. (currently amended) A method of controlling a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators, said blasting network being in a blasting system 
which further Includes a control unit, an^ a communication link for transmitting 
messages between the control unit and the assembly of detonators, said messages 
consisting of safe and unsafe messages, and a communication firewall comprising a 
locking device for placing the communication link in a control mode or an Qpe rational 
mode, an electronic filter and two communic ation interfaces adapted to allow 
cQmmunlcation to take place with the communication link, said method including the 
steps of designating two messages as unsafe, placing the communication link In a 
said control mode, in which the communication link is monitored for the designated 
unsafe messages. In said control mode preventing the designated unsafe messages 
from reaching the assembly of detonators, and placing the communication link in an 
said operational mode, in which the designated unsafe messages are allowed to 
reach the assembly of detonators, wherein in both the control mode and the 
operational mode the safe messages are permitted to be transmitted to the assembly 
of detonators via the communication link, and wherein the two designated unsafe 
messages are respectively equated with arm and fire commands. 

7. (currently amended) A system for controlling a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators, said system including a control unit, a 
communication link for transmitting messages between the control unit and the 
assembly of detonators, said messages consisting of safe messages and at least one 
designated unsafe message, and a communication firewall comprisina a locking 
device for placing the communication link in a control mode or an operational mode. 
an electronic filter and two communication interfaces adapted to allow communication 
to take Place with the communication link, the communicat i on l i nk boing capab l e of 
boing placed In a control mod e and in an op e rationa l mode, and a monitor i ng device 
for mon i toring th e commun i oation l i nk for tho at loaot ono docignatod unsaf e 
messagei wherein the communication link in its control mode prevents the at least 
one designated unsafe message from being transmitted to the assembly of 
detonators and in its operational mode permits the at least one designated unsafe 
message to be transmitted to the assembly of detonators, and wherein in- both its 
control mode and its operational mode the communication link permits the safe 
messages to be transmitted to the assembly of detonators via the communication link. 
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8. (previously presented) A system for controlling a blasting network 
according to claim 7 wherein in the control mode of the communication link the 
onward transmission of the at least one designated unsafe message is prevented. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (previously presented) A system for controlling a blasting network 
according to claim 7 wherein the control unit is capable of generating legal unsafe 
messages, which are transmitted via the communication link in its operational mode. 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (currently amended) A system for controlling a blasting network 
according to claim 20 Z wherein tho oommunloat i on link is placed i n ito contro l ond 
ftp a rratinn-al mnriap \vf monnB of locking device is a switch. 

14. (previously presented) A blasting system induding a system for 
controlling a blasting network according to claim 7 connected to a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators. 

15. (previously presented) A blasting system according to claim 14 wherein 
the control unit of the system for controlling a blasting network is capable of 
generating legal unsafe messages, whidi are transmitted via the communication link 
in its operational mode. 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) A blasting system according to claim 2211 wherein 
the oommun i oation link of th e system for contro l ling a blasting n e twork io p l abod in it s 
control and op e rat i onal modoo by m e ans of locking device is a switch. 

18. (cancelled) 
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19. (currently amended) A method of controlling a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators, said blasting network being in a blasting system 
which further Includes a control unit and a communication link for transmitting 
messages between the control unit, an4 the assembly of detonators, said messages 
consisting of safe and unsafe messages, and a communication firewall comp rising^ 
locking devioe for placing the commu nication link in a control mode or an operational 
mode, an ftlactronic filter and two communica tion interfaces adapted to allow 
communication to take place with the commun ication link, said method including the 
steps of designating at least one message as unsafe, placing the communication link 
In a said control mode^ in which the communication link is monitored for the 
designated at least one unsafe message, in said control mode preventing the 
designated at least one unsafe message from reaching the assembly of detonators, 
and placing the communication link in aft said operational mode^ in wWch the 
designated at least one unsafe message is allowed to reach the assembly of 
detonators, and wherein in both the control mode and the operational mode ttie safe 
messages are permitted to be transmitted to the assembly of detonators via the 
communication link, wherein the control unit is connected to an Internet or Intranet 
facility or connection arrangement 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (currently amended) A system for controlling a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators, said system Including a control unit, the control 
unit being connected to an Internet or Intranet facility or connection arrangement, a 
communication link for transmitting messages between the control unit and the 
assembly of detonators, said messages consisting of safe messages and at least one 
designated unsafe message, and a communication firewall comprising a locking 
device for placing the communicati9n link in a control mode or an operational mode. 
an electronic filter and two communication interfaces ada pted to allow communication 
to take Place with the communication link, tho communication link bolng capab l e of 
b o ing placed in a- oontrol mode and in on operational modo. and a mon i toring d e v i c e 
for mon i toring tho oommun i oation link for tho at loaot ono dcoignatod unoafo 
moccjgc, wherein the communication link in its control mode prevents the at least 
one designated unsafe message from being transmitted to tiie assembly of 
detonators and in its operational mode permits tiie at least one designated unsafe 
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message to be transmitted to the assembly of detonators, and wherein in both its 
control mode and Its operational mode the communication link permits the safe 
messages to be transmitted to the assembly of detonators via the communication link. 



22. (cancelled) 

23. (previously presented) A blasting system Including a system for 
controlling a blasting network according to claim 21 connected to a blasting network 
including an assembly of detonators. 
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